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In 1996 MC Lyte’s “Bad As I Wanna B” album wasn't going anywhere fast. Then P
Daddy was handed the next. He hooked up a new bear underncarh Lyte's rhymes — a loop
from Diane Ross's disco hit “Upside Down" - and brought in rising star Missy Ellion fir
camea verse. The refurbished song was the biggest hit of Lyre’s carzer, and “Bad” gora

new lease on life. Wimess the power of the remix.

For decades, artists have recorded nuiripie versions of the same song. Some make wp
creative names like the “Ego Mix”, and the “Govermment Cheese Mix”. And over the
years, these souped-up versions of a song - or “remixes”, as they’ve come to be known —

have become an increasingly essential element in majking hit records

ifficuls to accurately trace the first remix in hip hep, because any change to an original
recording can be classified as a remix. Early remixes inciuded minor alterations — an
extra ass line, the switching of & snare drum, or an added handelap. DJs such as Ron G
and Kid Capri made their own remixes of previously released songs on mix tapes by
blending the instrumental of one song with a capella version of another.

Later, a remix could consist of an entirely different bear and even new lyrics. One example
is De La Soul’s 1989 classic “Buddy™. Because of the extreme changes, “Buddy” is held
up as one of the most innovative remixes in hip hop history. In 1996, the National
Associarion of Recording Arts and Sciences added a category to the Grammy Awards to

| honour the best non-ciassical remixer of the vear.

From “The Vie History of 2fip Hop” by “The Slackspor”

NOW ANSWER TEESE QUESTIONS

1 How did Puffy Daddy improve Lyte’s “Bad” album?

.y

What are souped-up versions of songs called?

[

What sort of changes did early hip hop remixes make?

4 Name two DJs who made their own remixes.

3 How did they make their remixes?

6 How are more recent remixes made?

-1

Give one exampie of 2 more recent, innovative remix,

3 What new Grammy Awards category was added in 1996
B Choose a song vou know well. Explain how vou would remix it. Think

about new thythms, vocals, instruments, mixing in other songs, sampling.
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Rap evolved from soul and disco music with its musical influences
coming from such varied sources as gospel, jazz, blues, salsa, electro,
rock, pop and African and Caribbean music. It has also been influenced
by the jive talk of top US radio DJs.

Rapping was not uncommon on R & B and soul records in the 1960s and
1970s. Artists like Joe Tex, Isaac Hayes, Barry White and Millie Jackson
achieved considerable commercial success by relying heavily on the
spoken word, rather than by singing.

The first exponents of rap as we know it today were young blacks from
New York. The first record to sell in significant quantities was 1979°s
“Rapper’s Delight” by The Sugerhill Gang. However, rap was not an
immediate success beyond the sweets where it was a living, growing art.

The record industry saw “Rapper’s Delight” as a one off! When Blondie
had a hit with “Rapture” in 1981 rap was up and running,

The lyrics of many raps dealt with the MC’s prowess. Gradually the
genre also became a medium for social messages thanks to records like
Grandmaster Flash's “The Message™ in 1982 and “White Lines” in 1984.

Rap had a good reception in Britain. However, it was 1986 before there
was a top 20 rap hit in the USA, but it was the Beastie Boys who first
cracked the US and UK album top 10. The Beastie Boys were also the
first rap group to top the US album chart with “Licensed To II”, which
was at the top of the US charts for 7 weeks in 1987.

Rap has been given a high profile once again recently by the controv ersy
surrounding the rapper Emenim.
di Name three musical styles which have influenced rap.

2 ‘Which artists used rap in the 1960s and 1970s?
3 Give the name of the first rap hit record and the group who made it.

4 ‘What was the result of Blondie’s hit in 19817

wn

What was the result of Grandmaster Flash’s early hits?

6 When did rap first make the US top 207

~1

Which rap group first topped the US album charts?

8 Name the rapper around which much controversy has raged recently.
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